
Official Publication of Region 12 Pacific Shores

The Stroke of Twelve is in 
transformation!  Instead of the traditional 
issue published three times a year, we will 
be sending out smaller, more timely, 
monthly issues. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to let you know about all the upcoming 
events and shows in the Region, as well as 
chorus and quartet success stories.

We hope that you will love it and enjoy it 
as much as we will as we put it together 
FOR YOU!

We want to acknowledge the work of Sue 
Booth of Sacramento Valley Chorus. Sue 
has kept Stroke of Twelve lively, inclusive 
ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ wŜƎƛƻƴ мнΦ {ƘŜΩǎ 
worked so hard to make a friendly, 
inclusive publication and she has 
succeeded beautifully! 

Many thanks to Sue, to all of her helpers, 
and to all of you for your continued 
contributions and support.

Leah Brooks, Editor in Chief
Linda Brown, Production Editor

July 2011
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Region 12 - 2011 Chorus Competition Medalists

Overall Medalists:

1st Place: Mission Valley Chorus, 
Angela Suraci, Director

2nd Place: Pacific Empire Chorus, 
Patty Hawley-Pennycook, 
Director

3rd Place: Sacramento Valley 
Chorus, Lynne Erickson, 
Director

4th Place: Harmony Fusion 
Chorus, Barbara 
VanderPutten, Director

5th Place: Song of Sonoma, 
Sharon Carlson, Director

Most Improved Chorus: 
Mission Valley Chorus

Mid-Size Chorus Medalists:

1st Place: Pacific Empire Chorus, 
Patty Hawley-Pennycook, 
Director

2nd Place: Harmony Fusion 
Chorus, Barbara 
VanderPutten, Director

3rd Place: Diablo Vista Chorus, 
Randy Meyer, Director

Small Chorus Medalists:

1st Place: Song of Sonoma, 
Sharon Carlson, Director

2nd Place, River Lights, 
Shirley Kout, Director

3rd Place: California HEAT, 
Anita Main, Director

Mission Valley Chorus

Pacific Empire Chorus

Sacramento Valley Chorus

Song of Sonoma Chorus

Harmony Fusion Chorus
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Region 12 - 2011 Quartet Competition Medalists
PDQ
First Place Quartet 
Karrie Colette, Leah Brooks, Kathy Hebert, Laura Conners

ŘΩ±ƛƴŜ
Second Place 
Quartet  
Sandra Cope, 
Melany Huston, 
Kerry Kaempf, 
Wendy Gibson

Heavenly
Third Place Quartet 
Lisa Shortridge, Elizabeth Dyer, Allison Reason, 
Courtney Anderson LateNite

Fourth Place Quartet 
Julie Baxter, Kristi Bispo, Trish Sliter, LysandaLee

Canzonet
Fifth Place 
Quartet 
Chris Jacobs, 
Laura Bode, 
Suzanne Olsen, 
Julie Starr
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Bay Area Showcase ςHostesses with the Mostest
by Betsy Kerr

WOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ²ŀǎƴΩǘthat a great convention? Bay Area Showcasewas happy to
host the event and want to extend our congratulationsto PDQand Mission Valley
Chorus. What a superb job everyone did. You made us all proud. Everyonein that
audienceknowsexactlythe amountof effort it takesto do this, muchlessgo homewith
the prize. Hatsoff to everyone!

ForBayAreaShowcase,the coaching
continuedwith PatLeVezuandToriPostma
in JuneandJimArnsin August. Juliehas
beenworkingto getusto incorporate
all theŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩcomments. Rehearsals
havereacheda veryactivepitch andthey
wearusall out, butƛǘΩǎa goodtired.

On March 19th we held a Quartet StageDay,providingour quartetsa venuewhere they
could perform before an audience,get judgedfor their performance,and perform their
set againafter correctionswere made. It proved incrediblyvaluableto the quartets to
get the nervesout, and providedpositive,constructivefeedbackon their performances.
They received lots of material for improving their performances in time for the
competition,and alsoreceiveda DVDso they couldwatch themselveson stagein order
to makevisualimprovements. Everyonewaspleased.

Thechorus,too, went througha similarexperiencewith our April 16th showat Napradak
Hall. Wesangour semi-final set, the finalspackageanda few other songsfor friendsand
family. We sold tickets with food and beveragesincluded in the ticket price, had our
cookbookfor sale,andraffled someprizesto earnmoneyfor Houston. At the endof the
show, we circled the auditorium and sang Ode to Joy to our audience. That was a
particularlymovingexperiencefor the audienceandthe chorusaswell.

WHATôS A DAYTIMER?
by Mary Lou Bales - BAY AREA SHOWCASE CHORUS

The Daytimersare active members of the Bay Area Showcase chorus who are available to rehearse, 
sing and take performances during the weekdays in the daytime. Judie Wykoff, director of the 
Daytimerssince its inception nearly 13 years ago, envisioned a small chorus within a large chorus and 
made it happen. She loved it then and continues to love it today. 

Recently, the DaytimersǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƪΩǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DƛƭǊƻȅ ŀǘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлл ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 
The performance was so well received that the audience gave them a standing ovation before the 
group reached its last note!  A week later, Joanie Weber, our DaytimersPerformance Coordinator, 
received several notes of appreciation from audience members.  What an amazing and memorable 
day for all. 

~continued on following page~
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BayAreaShowcasejust hadoneof the bestmembershipdrivesI canremember.

Beginningthe secondweekof Januaryandfor five weekswe hadover25Divasparticipating.

We tried somethingnew - a ΨōǳŘŘȅǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ. Engineeredby Jette Sorensen,each guest was
paired up with a member in her section. Thesebuddieswould greet them at the door each
week,get them signedin, madesure they got the weeklyhandouts,and answeredquestions
about BASCand SweetAdelines. Theywould standby them on the risersand help them with
the songs. It wasgoodfor the gueststo seea familiar faceeachweek,asour numberscanbe a
bit overwhelming. ;-)

And at the end of five weekswe had a Friendsand Familynight just for them, so their friends
and familiescould find out what ǘƘŜȅΩŘbeenup to. We performeda few songsso they could
seewhat we were all about and then the Divascameup and sangthe two songsǿŜΩŘbeen
workingon together. At the end,eachof the 18 guestsreceiveda graduationcertificate. Since
thenǿŜΩǾŜgained9 newmembers!!

Lastweek, JoyceKovacsheld a DivaGatheringat her house. Thesegatheringsare for all the
newbieswho havejoined in the last 6-10 monthsand includesectionand choreoleaders. We
cover topics like passingsongs,getting costumesand make-up, how to sneak a breath,
upcomingperformancesandReno,andanythingelsethey want to talk about. Joycestartseach
of thesemeetingswith a get-to-know-yougame. Eachpersonison a timer for 3 minutesto tell
us a little about themselves. Not only is it great to learn about our newestmembers,but LΩƳ
learningsomeinterestingstoriesaboutour existingmembers,too. ;-D

Wetruly arerealwomen,realharmony,real fun!

BASC 
Buddy-ing Up for 
Membership Success

by Margaret Hanson, BASC
Membership Coordinator

DAYTIMERS                                                                          ~Continued from previous page~

The Daytimersenjoy performing so much that they would probably do it for fun, but, the icing on the cake 
is that the group gets paid for it! From its inception, the Daytimersrevenue has gone directly to the BASC 
treasury.  

Wǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ /ŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
²ƛƴŘ aŀǊƛŀƘέΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ-rate musical selection.  The best part is when the learning begins. Focusing on 
educating the group in resonance retention, unit sound, matching vowels, delivering the message and 
much more, the Daytimersknow how lucky they are to have this remarkable coach and teacher to guide 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ άōǊŀƛƴ-ǎǘƻǊƳέ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ WǳŘƛŜΧǘƘŜ Daytimersǎŀȅ ά¢I!bY ¸h¦Ηέ
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$6,398.67 and Fun! 
by Debbie Stanley

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ άŦǳƴέŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ Cǳǎƛƻƴ /ƘƻǊǳǎΗ hǳǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ Ŧƻƭƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎκŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
members had been laid off from their jobs. I was starting my first term on the board as director of 
logistics and marketing. I knew we seriously needed to dig down and get our budgetback on track, so 
that became my priority. 

I asked for ideas from chorus members and researched new possibilities. Our first big fundraiser was a 
bang up garage sale netting us $899.96 (yes, I count the cents!). Next, a massive Rummage Sale! The 
chorus cleaned out their closets! A generous family saw our promotion for the event in the newspaper, 
and because we are a non-profit group, offered for us to come by with a truck and take what we 
wanted during their estate sale. We had thousands of items to sell - just ask our pricing team! With so 
many chorus members volunteering we were able every hour or so to break out into song to the 
delight of our shoppers! We had a lot of fun, team work AND it paid off - $1,542.39!

In the fall, our Events Coordinator worked hard on a new benefit show for a local shelter for  abused 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ CƻǊ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ CǳǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΗ  ²Ŝ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ 
supporters and, of course, our ever devoted families and friends. Members solicited raffle prizes from 
the community, who were more than willing to help. Along with the huge success of the show, we 
were pleased to have many, many requests to perform for the holidays this year. We chose the best 
gigs for our chorus financially and to promote ourselves for the future! To date our shows have netted 
$1,769.52! 

A couple more chorus fundraisers of selling Christmas holiday greens, popcorn products, together with 
eScrip, brought in another $1,670.80! 

We streamlined our weekly fundraisers assigning an easy to follow plan that we hoped would not 
overly impact our members; 2nd Monday -CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ оrd Monday - 50/50 Raffle, 4th Monday -
Book Sale. We re-designed our weekly newsletter to keep these small but important items at the fore-
front. Now, nearing the end of our fiscal year, and pleased with our fundraising progress, the board 
has decided to use the weekly fundraising income to boost our Angel fund. The board unanimously 
agreed to transfer these earnings to the fund - $516.00. 

I must say that I am proud to have worked side by side with my sisters, sharing the hard work, laughter 
and building our relationships. I believe fundraising is a team building exercise that has brought us all 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ L Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ άŦǳƴέ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΗ

If you have any questions, please contact:
Debbie Stanley
Harmony Fusion Chorus
Directory of Logistics and Marketing
510-862-1073 Cell
510-477-1759 Day
dstanley@spectrumlabel.com
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The Fun of the Roaring Twenties 

with River Lights Chorus

A great time was had by all at the RLC (River Lights Chorus) club party held at the chorus suite 
following the Region 12 Chorus Competition and Encore performances on Saturday evening in 
Reno. 

The chorus members went all out to dress as Roaring Twenty flappers as we welcomed numerous 
quartets to our party.  When we learned that our scores were forty-two points higher than last 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ - and party we did.  We want to congratulate all the 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻǊǳǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴ мн ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

We are proud to be part of this region, and we look forward to creating many more musical 
memories with all of you. 

Our summer fund-raiser was held at the DelicatoVineyards on Saturday,  June 18  in Manteca. 
We invited friends and family to taste the excellent wines to be found at the winery.  We also 
featured a silent auction and delicious food.

In September we are planning to honor our director,  Shirley Kout,  who is celebrating her 50th

year as a Sweet Adeline.  There will be a reception honoring Shirley following the general session 
on Saturday Afternoon at the September Regional Meeting and Pep Rally to be held at the San 
Ramon Marriott on September 16th and 17th.  Details for this event are still being planned,  so you 
will be hearing more at a later date.  Please plan to join the River Lights Chorus as we honor our 
outstanding director at the September Pep Rally. 

In the meantime, have a fun, safe summer and keep those chords ringing. 
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Molly: 

I am reminded of a line from an old song 
"Everything old is new again," and that sums up 
not only this past competition but this whole 
first year of SOS.What fun to see young 
people fall in love with this art form: tears shed 
for the beautiful harmonies, laughter over lots 
of things, questions asked, and friendships 
forged. It is not very often one gets the chance 
to start all over again.

So many things were the same at contest this 
year---costumes, make-up checks, flat floor, 
waiting in patterns; but there was a new 
excitement felt because of all our newbies. I 
wanted everyone to experience every minute 
of the fun and the music.There seemed to be 
no perfect words to say as we stood ready to 
Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘΣ άIŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦέ

We were exhausted and happy after our 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΗΗΗΗ ¢ƻ ƘŜŀǊ 
your chorus' name announced for a medal 
never gets old, but twice was just awesome.I 
am sure my reactions were the same as 
everyone else, but I could value the hard work 
of EVERYONE, and I knew that we had 
accomplished more than we had 
dreamed.Thanks to all our now "oldies" for 
helping some of us to catch that dream again 
and now make it even bigger.

Elizabeth: 

Not only was SOS 
Chorus a first-time 
competitor at this 
year's region 12 
contest, but 41% of 
her singers were 
novices ςincluding 
me! I can honestly

A Perfect Contest Recipe: 

Fresh & Seasoned

Two viewpoints, first from Molly Shultz who has been with us from 1993.  

Following that, Elizabeth Wolfe ïSong of Sonoma Marketing Coordinator, 

who joined Sweet Adelines at the end of 2010

say that I have never been so well prepared 
for something in my life (thank you Sharon) 
but it certainly didn't temper the excitement 
of the event. The sheer numbers of like-
minded women in one ballroom was a rush! 
My two SOS sisters and I arrived Friday 
afternoon during the beginning of the quartet 
competition. 

While walking through the boutique, the 
ǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άblingbecause we 
ǎƛƴƎέ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎΗ !ǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ-
focused beings, we were trying to quickly scan 
the goods and wares of the fabulous vendors 
while continuing our stride towards our first 
priority: to get into the ballroom and 
experience the reason we were here ς
barbershop! We proceeded to sit on the edge 
of our seats, completely amazed by the talent 
and the timely flow of the competition 
process. But the coolest thing for me was to 
witness the support and camaraderie within 
the region - very moving!

(continued next page)
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(continued from previous page)

The afternoon was perfect for us newbies 
because after watching the quartets we had 
some idea of what to expect on Saturday. 
Speaking of the Big Day, we were off to retire 
early. Well, not entirely - we did have to paint 
our nails and catch up on the royal wedding 
(the second most important event of the 
weekend).

¦Ǉ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇŜǊ ΨŎƛǘŜŘΗ hǳǊ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦƭƻƻǊ 
rehearsal was electric! I admired my new 
singing family. The rookies were recognizable by 
their wide nervous grins. When Sharon got us 
singing the energy was kinetic but she quickly 
reined it in and invoked focus. 

On to make up and costuming - so fun! But the 
key to keeping this portion of our day calm was 
there was no question of what the timing was 
going to be. We weren't reinventing the wheel 
here! By just perusing the invaluable contest 
handbook, I was able to rest assured that 41% 
of us were in the really good hands of the 59% 
that had done this before. They were there to 
guide us if we needed it, they shared just 
enough of their experiences with us to keep us 
from being incredibly nervous - without 
divulging too much. I couldn't believe how 
calm, cool and collected Song Of Sonoma 
/ƘƻǊǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǇŀǘǘŜǊƴΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻ 
much about!

Because of the overtraining that we had done 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜǊǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƳΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ΨǘƘŜ ȊƻƴŜΩ 
all the way through the pattern and when the 
lights hit us - we were caged animals! We had 
so much fun that even during our ballad we 
exuded joy and excitement!

What a great feeling to have worked so hard 
during the months prior, so that this moment 
could be experienced as purely as possible. I 
really never got nervous - that was wild! But let 
me tell you, while we were waiting for the 
announcements of the winners I felt like my 
heart was going to jump out of my chest!

It was so rewarding to hear our names 
announced - not once, but twice! First in our 
division and fifth overall. What an incredible 
accomplishment for a newly-chartered chorus 
with such a large percentage of rookies. It sure 
ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ǝƭƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨŀŦǘŜǊ Ǝƭƻǿ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŦǳƴΗ

Our seasoned SOS sisters suggested we take off 
our medals when we shower, but otherwise we 
wear them proudly and often!

From the 41% to the 59%: thank you for a 
fabulous first time out!
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Northern Gateway Choruswas honored to participate in the Shasta County Veterans 
Memorial Service on May 30th.We helped open the program with the National Anthem and 
thenaccompanied Linda Bott, a local radio personality singing "God Bless America". The rain 
held off just long enough for us to perform the Armed Forces Medley, which was received 
most graciously by all of the servicemen.

Northern Gateway Chorus is sad to report 
that we're in search of a new director.
Donna Moore is no longer able to keep her 
extremely busy schedule in balance, and has 
come to the conclusion that in order to keep 
family and business in order, she must 
relinquish the directorship of our 
chorus. We'reactually hoping that someone 
in our regionhas a burning desire to move 
to Redding and direct our small, but very 
loving and supportive chorus.If that might 
be you, please contact 
NorthernGatewayChorus@gmail.com.
Our GOOD news is that Donna isn't leaving 
us, but will be singing with us on the risers.

News from the North

GRANT WRITER NEEDED!

If you are interested in learning more 
about grant writing, or you are an 
experienced grant writer, Region 12 
needs you! 

If you are interested, please contact 
Sherry Rowe at 
finance.coord@sairegion12.org
for further information. 
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Diablo Vista Chorus is 55 and Counting!

LǘΩǎour 55th Anniversaryasa SweetAdelineChapter. If we areSOold, why arewe in sucha good
mood? BecauseDiabloVistaChorusis youngin spirit with new life and new youngmembers,
andnewinspirationfrom our newish(secondyear)Director,RandyMeyer.

Whenwe charteredin 1956, treasuredcurrent memberDorisZerbiniwasthere. And when we
celebratedour 50th Anniversaryin 2006, we rented a hall in Walnut Creekbecausewe had so
manypicturesandάŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎέfrom 50 yearsof harmony,includingάƻƭŘέ(retired) costumes. We
invited pastdirectors,former members,and friendsand families. Of coursethere wasfood and
drink. It wasa great celebration,and we calledit, ά5ƛǾŀǎΧThenand Now.έApparentlywe are
women who saveeverything,becausethe room wasabsolutelycrowdedwith displayboardsof
competitionpicturesandcelebrations. Note to our newer-charteredchoruses: saveeverything!
¸ƻǳΩǊŜgoingto needit whenYOUhavea FiftiethAnniversary.

But that was soyesterday. We areexcitedlygettingreadyfor nextȅŜŀǊΩǎCompetition,all the
while booking performances,including singingthe Star SpangledBanner at the July 1st
OaklandAthleticsgame!We havea matineeshowplannedfor September25 at the Diablo
Valley Collegetheater. And we squeezedin an Ice CreamSocialin May with lots of hot
barbershop singing and cold ice cream. Ladies First, Concord High {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎpremier
barbershopchorus,performed,asdid the Marin GoldenGateƳŜƴΩǎchorus. Alsojoining in
were the Town SquareHarmonizersquartet, as well as resurrectedquartets Tapestryand
Velocity. The very successfulSocial was a fund-raiser for the ŎƘƻǊǳǎΩǎLeona Moore
ScholarshipFundfor YoungWomenSingers.

While fifty-five yearsis certainlya time to reflect on pastactivities,it is just anothermilepost
alongthe SweetAdelinehighwayof harmonyand memories. Timeschange,musicaltastes
change,and the SweetAdelinesInternationalorganizationchangesto keepup with modern
technology. But ƛǘΩǎstill the singingand good friends that we makewhich keepsus coming
backςevenfor fifty-fiveyears!
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Giving Even MORE!

Flashback to 2010 Regional contest, backstageɂ
chorus scores ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ Ȱ7ÈÁÔȩ 7ÈÁÔȩ 
7ÈÁÔȩ  4ÈÁÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÔÒÕÅȢ  .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÉÄ 
Mission Valley not come in first, but our score had 
dropped from the previous year by 32 points.

Quick, quick, regroup.  Come back on stage and re-
sing our contest up-tune in the Encore 
performance.  Watching the audience respond, 
wondering  whether this was the same chorus that 
had opened the competition.

Debriefɂ×ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ×Å ÌÅÁÒÎȩ 7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ×Å ÌÅÁÖÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ 
our performance?  Will Angela be able to bring her master director pin out of its box again? 
Where was that Carnegie Hall focus?

And so it beganɂa year of recommitting to each other, to the chorus, to the director, and most 
of all to sharing our love of our music with every audience. 

7Å ÄÉÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÏÎÌÙ -/2% ÓÏȢ  7Å ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÃÏÁÃÈÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ 
wanted ɀyou guessed itɂMORE.  We took on a new uptunewith numerous key changes and 
tempo changes.  The stamina it required was incredibleɂwe needed MORE. We worked on 
interpretive subtleties in our balladɂwas it a pensive mood?  Show it MORE.  Was this passage 
flirty?  Do MORE! Was the tag romantically soft? Be quiet MORE.

We worked on taking MORE individual responsibility for coming to the risers prepared. We 
changed up our vocal partnering by ringing the hall with impromptu quartets, being MORE able 
to tune to whatever mix of voices was around us. We split into smaller choruses and serenaded 
each otherɂwere there only 28 people singing?  It sure sounded like MORE.  We invested in new 
technology to record our rehearsals and coaching sessions, and to have them posted on our 
websiteɂMORE learning materials.  Did we work hard at retreats? You bet, but we laughed 
even MORE.  Section rehearsalsɂÙÅÁÈȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ×Å ÈÁÄ -/2%Ȣ  &ÒÏÎÔ ÒÏ× ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÁÌÓȩ 
MORE!  Riser choreoreviews? MORE.

And we took on MORE outside gigs. And we moved a lot MORE, our knees and our eyes and our 
feet and our womanly parts.  Practice owning the song and owning the stageɂyou bet, we did 
that MORE.

Flash forward to 2011 Regional contest, backstage ɂchorus scores being announced.  Most 
improved chorusɂ51 points MORE ɀit was US.  FIRST PLACE MEDALS! And then listening to 
the scores of our fabulous competitors and keeping that magic total in our headsɂour scores 
were MORE!!

As we work to support BASC on its way to representing Region 12 in Houston, we think about 
×ÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÒÏÃËÙ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÈÉÇÈ ÉÎ $ÅÎÖÅÒȢ  !ÎÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ 
figured it out by now, we know that whatever aspect of our performing art we are polishing, we 
will be giving it MORE.

Adele Amodeo, MVC
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tŀŎƛŦƛŎ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ /ƘƻǊǳǎΧΦ 
Heading for Denver in 2012

We are so proud of our 2nd Place Award 
and 1st Place Mid-Size Chorus Award!

What a fabulous 2011 Regional 
competition we just had! Spectacular 
performances were sung by quartets 
and choruses alike. PEC enjoyed 
competing with each of the choruses 
this year. We send out congratulations 
to Mission Valley Chorus on their 1st

place win and to Song of Sonoma for 
their 1st place Small Chorus win.

Congratulations also go out to our 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ t9/Χ t5v ƻƴ 
their 1sttƭŀŎŜ ǿƛƴΧ ŘΩ±ƛƴŜon their 2nd

Place and Quartet Achievement 
ŀǿŀǊŘǎΧ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ п ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ 
Sisters. We are proud of you and 
appreciate all your contributions to 
Pacific Empire. We look forward to 
cheering on PDQ in Houston, Texas at 
the International Quartet competition 
this fall.

Pacific Empire Chorus has received the 
invitation to Harmony Classic in Denver, 
Colorado in 2012. So we look forward 
to joining Mission Valley on the journey 
to the Mile High City. Lots of practice is 
ahead for PEC to perfect our sound and 
performance package. We are ready 
and willing to take on this new 
challenge!

Meantime, we presented our June 11th

show in Petaluma at the Mystic 
Theater.The A Cappella Rock Party 
with the Beatles Flashback Band, 
LoveNotesand PDQwere our featured 
performers. 

[ŜŀƘ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ wŜƎƛƻƴмнΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Coordinator (and assistant director of 
Pacific Empire) presents the award to 

team coordinator  Wendy Gibson 
and director Patty Pennycook!
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LoveNotes presents 
ά[ƻǾŜbƻǘŜǎ [ƛǾŜΥ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ-
.ƻǳƴŘ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέWe will 
be putting on our own 
show on Saturday, July 9, 
2011, at the Hoover 
Theater in San Jose in 
order to raise money for 
International in Houston.

LOVENOTES ïHEADING FOR HOUSTON!

The address for the theater is 1635 Park Avenue, San Jose, CA 95126.The show begins at 
7PM, and the doors open at 6:15PM so audience members can view the items in our silent 
auction. Tickets cost $20, but if you order ten or more, there is a group rate of $18 per 
ticket. If you would like to donate item(s) to our silent auction, it would be very much 
appreciated.

Please make checks payable to Cindy Gilmore and send them to 773 Londonderry Drive, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 in order to reserve your tickets today.For those of you who wish to pay 
via PayPal, you can send $20 to kagilmore2@comcast.net.

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀƭƭΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
preference.Seats are limited as the theater only holds 200, so make sure to order soon!

άBORN TO SING 2: SCHEMING AND DREAMING IN LOS ANGELESέ

A Sierra Gold Chorus member, Donna Wierzbowski(pen name Donna Del Oro), 
Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άLϥǾŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜκǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ 
novel to the Sierra Gold Chorus. All of you have shown me the importance of song in 
ƻƴŜϥǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻǊǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ  {ƛŜǊǊŀ DƻƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ 
dedicated to our chorus before !!  

We have so many talented and gifted ladies in our chorus, and it is delightful when 
someone shares their talents.  We are so proud of Donna and her success as a published 
author ~ and she sings pretty darn well, too !!  Donna has only been in Sierra Gold 
Chorus for less than a year !!  You can read more about her at www.donnadeloro.com.

Cindy Henry
Sierra Gold Chorus 14
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PDQ is incredibly proud and honored to be your 2011 Quartet Champions.  Here we go again! 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ Ŧǳƭƭ 
of coaching sessions, shows and fundraisers. Speaking of fundraisers,

²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ PARTY DESIGNED for QUALITY fun!

When? Saturday, July 30th, starting at 5pm

What? Pizza, salad, drinks, raffle, BINGO, and a MOVIE SINGALONG!
Where? 38260 Dorsey Court, Fremont CA94536;  510-790-1391
Why? To help get PDQ to Houston. $20 suggested donation.
RSVP to Laura at llconners1982@gmail.com

BLAST OFF!
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