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In Less Than 5 Years!

Less than five years ago Sharon Carlson and eight women began sharing a dream: let’s build a
chorus the way we want it to be. Let’s always sing for joy and strive for excellence in barbershop
and performance! And by November 2010, we chartered and began finding amazing women in
Sonoma County who shared our dream. | dreamed of knowing strong, talented who wanted joy
and excellence, and | began my search for these women when | moved to the area three years
ago. | have now been a member of SOS, singing lead, since August 2014. SOS has pulled me
out of a lonely place and brought happy back into my life. Learning to sing is only part of what we
do at Song of Sonoma (SOS), enjoying it and being our best is the other part!

Dreams do come true. Setting goals achieved by some pretty (make that VERY) silly moments —
Colander night? Bag Lady night? Character night? Crazy fun stuff geared toward constant
personal growth that has been the foundation of SOS. Our goal for competition 20157 Sing and
perform at 625...that will be a win for us!

To be the Region 12 champions is a giant mixture of thrill, humility, and affirmation of our dreams.
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Ouir first ‘big show’ in 2011 was titled “We Have a Dream.” And the joy? Good grief, we havent
landed yet

When Jim Arns coached us earlier this year, his assessment of where we were in our musical
journey took our breath away. The ripple in the room was palpable, it was like a spark had ignited
something in each of us. With our membership at 77 and some not able to attend, we were 70
singers in Reno. Our rehearsals had been about performing as one heart, one mind, one voice.
Our Master Director believes in ‘training hard, competing easy’ Talk about building stamina!

We are off to International in Las Vegas in 2016. How cool is that!? Our first time to sing on that
big stage. So many NEW things to explore, to learn, and to dream. Holy Cow! We sing for the
Joy of it and for the joy it brings to those who listen to us; including our Director and ourselves! |
don’t think that goal and that vision will ever change.

Business as usual at SOS? Maybe! But, this extra component of being international competitors
is keeping us bouncing off the walls. We have exciting coaching planned, special shows and
performances to prepare, lots of new music to learn (so what else is new?) and opportunities to
bring barbershop to our community in ways that change their stereotypes and make them love
our art form.

June 20th is our 3rd Annual Sing Off Competition for High School Girls and Show. We have 3
finalists from local high schools and will be awarding cash prizes to first, second and third place
winners as well as a sponsorship to attend the Region 12 YWIH Music Camp in November. We
are proud to give these young women a chance to share their joy of singing to a larger
audience. Meanwhile, we’ll have SOS presence at the downtown Market events during

the summer, a Picnic in the Park day just for us in July (we do LOVE to party), planning

and implementation for hosting September’s AIM weekend, and learning lots of new music for
our spectacular annual show on October 24. This year’s show, WILD & PINK, will focus on
donating a portion of the proceeds to breast cancer research...

Life as usual? Hardly! We are so honored and full of joy to be living our dream. Thank you,
Region 12, for your love and support.
- Eileen Keister, Song of Sonoma







